Bing Re-Election Campaign Talking Points – September 29, 2009
Endorsements
· The Bing for Mayor Re-Election Campaign issues the following statement in response to certain unions rescinding their endorsements of Mayor Bing and supporting his opponent: 
“The campaign appreciates the unions’ initial decision to endorse the mayor’s re-election. While the city engages in challenging negotiations with the unions as part of addressing Detroit ’s fiscal crisis - it is understandable that some union leadership would opt to change course during this political season. Mayor Bing remains committed to working with the labor movement to move Detroit forward.”

· Mayor Bing has received endorsements from a wide range of community groups, labor unions, faith-based organizations, civic organizations and individuals.  He continues to seek the support and endorsements of groups and organizations from throughout the community.
D-DOT

· Mayor Bing has made the following statement in regards to D-DOT: “We have worked exceedingly hard to realize efficiencies without compromising the effectiveness of all services delivered to the citizens of Detroit.”
The following changes have been made to DDOT routes: Effective September 26, 2009, all weekday bus service on the following routes will be discontinued:

20 Grand Belt
24 Holbrook


All Saturday and Sunday bus service on the following routes will be discontinued:

20 Grand Belt
36 Oakland
40 Russell


All Sunday bus service on the following route will be discontinued:

47 Tireman  

· Wait times between busses have been increased and decreased on various other routes.  Citizens are encouraged to go online or check with DDOT for scheduling information.
· DDOT requires an $80 million subsidy out of the general fund each year.
· Mayor Bing wants to thank those citizens who came forward to provide constructive feedback in our public hearings for DDOT. The public hearings played a critical role in this process.
Free D-DOT Bus Rides for Seniors

· Mayor Bing and his staff are working on a plan to best implement free bus rides for seniors on D-DOT busses, just as he promised during the special election campaign.  Mayor Bing understands that many of our seniors helped to build Detroit, and they deserve to ride for free on the city’s public busses.  Mayor Bing is working as quickly as possible to develop and implement the plan.
Layoffs, Union Negotiations, Department Reductions

· In order to address the City of Detroit’s serious deficit problem and take the necessary steps to avoid further and deeper hardship, Mayor Bing has indicated that the elimination of city departments the layoffs of some city employees is inevitable.  Mayor Bing has made the following quotes in regards to these issues: “There will be layoffs.  There’s absolutely no doubt about that.   There’s no way around it.  You’d like to keep all the (city) departments, but that’s unrealistic.  I don’t want to be very specific in terms of which departments that we either will merge or cut out altogether.”  We are in talks with the union. We have already laid off 99 employees of mid-July, and approximately 150 employees will be laid-off by mid-August as part of the Council approved budget. These lay-offs come from all departments in the city, and include all job classifications.  Uniformed police, fire and EMS are not included in either round of layoffs.  Mayor Bing is seeking a 10 percent pay cut from unionized city employees through 26 furlough days.  Mayor Bing has made the following statement: "Phase III layoffs for the City of Detroit include 230 new layoffs. That includes 113 drivers from DDOT, and 117 from other departments. These layoffs will be effective not later than October 2, 2009."
DPS/Education

· Mayor Bing has met with U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan and Detroit Public Schools Emergency Financial Manager Robert Bobb about improving DPS.
· Mayor Bing is ready and willing to lead the Detroit Public Schools should the Governor and the voters of Detroit choose to put DPS under the control of the Mayor’s Office.
Public Safety

· Mayor Bing is committed to creating safe neighborhoods in Detroit.

· Mayor Bing is not cutting the budget for public safety, including police, fire and EMS.

Job Creation

· Mayor Bing is committed to bringing economic development and job creation to Detroit.

· Mayor Bing is working to create a business-friendly environment in Detroit to assist existing businesses and attract new businesses.

· Mayor Bing is encouraging entrepreneurship and is working to make Detroit more attractive to start-up businesses.

· Mayor Bing is working to bring efficiency to city government and to eliminate red tape for businesses.
· Mayor Bing is working to improve Detroit’s training and development opportunities for workers prepare for jobs.

Public Lighting Department

· Mayor Bing issued the following statement in response to reports that he was planning to privatize the Public Lighting Department: “The Public Lighting Department, like all of our operations, are subject to review and recommendations to increase efficiency and service delivery.  I have not yet determined or stated what changes, if any, should be made to realize those goals and my commitment to provide the best in city services.”

Salary

· Mayor Bing is not accepting his mayor’s salary from the City of Detroit.  He is donating his entire salary to the police department to hire additional police officers.

City Council Race

· Mayor Bing is neither sponsoring nor publicly supporting any candidate for Detroit City Council.  He is prepared, as Mayor, to work with anyone who is elected to the City Council.

Vacant and Abandoned Buildings and Property

· Mayor Bing is very concerned about vacant and abandoned buildings and property, particularly in Detroit’s neighborhoods.  Mayor Bing has indicated that he would like to save as much of Detroit’s viable housing stock as possible, but those vacant and abandoned houses and buildings that have become dangerous eyesores must be torn down.  The City of Detroit will continue to demolish vacant houses and buildings as money becomes available to do so.  Mayor Bing is also exploring the possibility of locating the owners of vacant and abandoned properties in Detroit and forcing them to bring their properties up to code or lose them through forfeiture.

Safe Routes To Schools

· Mayor Bing has announced that the City of Detroit will join with the Detroit Public Schools to participate in the “Safe Routes to Schools” national program.  The Detroit Police Department, The Detroit Buildings and Safety Department, and the Detroit General Services Department will work with DPS to patrol schools routes, tear down vacant houses, cut grass and clean up illegal dump sites along areas where children walk to and from schools.  Mayor Bing issued the following statement: “I am committed to ensuring that the youth in the City of Detroit have the ability to travel to and from school safely.  The partnership between the City of Detroit, Detroit Public Schools and the Detroit Police Department will support these efforts immensely.  Thursday’s demolition of this first vacant home, along with the removal of 392 tons of illegal dumping, and grass cutting within the last two weeks is a symbol of our commitment.”
Cash Gap

· The City of Detroit has an approximate $20 million immediate cash gap. The deadline is the first month of the second quarter, which is October.  Cobo will provide a portion of the immediate cash flow needs, as will the aggressive union negotiations.  Ongoing labor talks, furlough days, emergency revenue collection, and additional measures, as necessary, will be used to address this issue.  Some other options may be considered following the release of the findings and recommendations of the Mayor's Crisis Turnaround Team.  It is critical that the union negotiations come to a close within the Mayor's 30 day window.

