Bing Re-Election Campaign Talking Points – July 27, 2009
General Motors

· Mayor Bing expressed his concern for the individuals and families affected by the GM bankruptcy filing.

· The Bing Administration will do whatever it can to create an environment in Detroit where GM can grow and prosper as a viable business.
· Mayor Bing is pleased that GM does not appear to be moving forward with any plans to move its headquarters out of the Renaissance Center in Downtown Detroit.
· Mayor Bing, along with Wayne County Executive Robert Ficano, is exploring the concept of using a Renaissance Zone to create incentives for General Motors to keep its headquarters in Detroit.  Before a Renaissance Zone designation could be offered, The City of Detroit would have to negotiate the specific terms of an agreement based on the fiscal situation of GM and the fiscal integrity needs of the city.

Cobo
· Mayor Bing is committed to the renovation and expansion of the Cobo Center.
· Mayor Bing is committed to retaining the North American International Auto Show in Detroit at Cobo Center.
· Mayor Bing is in the process of meeting with all Detroit City Council members as well as the involved County Executives and County Board Chairperson in order to forge a workable Cobo deal.
DPS/Education

· Mayor Bing has met with U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan and Detroit Public Schools Emergency Financial Manager Robert Bobb about improving DPS.
· Mayor Bing is ready and willing to lead the Detroit Public Schools should the Governor and the voters of Detroit choose to put DPS under the control of the Mayor’s Office.

· Mayor Bing issued the following statement on DPS summer school: “I am excited to join DPS Emergency Manager Robert Bobb in encouraging all of Detroit’s school-aged students to ‘sign-up and show up for Summer School,’ which begins on Monday.  Education is a critical and valuable asset for a good quality of life.  Out students are our greatest resource and this Summer School opportunity provides the means for our students to succeed academically.  Let summer and Summer School begin.  I’ll see you in class on Monday.”

Public Safety

· Mayor Bing is committed to creating safe neighborhoods in Detroit.

· Mayor Bing is not cutting the budget for public safety, including police, fire and EMS.

Job Creation

· Mayor Bing is committed to bringing economic development and job creation to Detroit.

· Mayor Bing is working to create a business-friendly environment in Detroit to assist existing businesses and attract new businesses.

· Mayor Bing is encouraging entrepreneurship and is working to make Detroit more attractive to start-up businesses.

· Mayor Bing is working to bring efficiency to city government and to eliminate red tape for businesses.
· Mayor Bing is working to improve Detroit’s training and development opportunities for workers prepare for jobs.

Public Lighting Department

· Mayor Bing issued the following statement in response to reports that he was planning to privatize the Public Lighting Department: “The Public Lighting Department, like all of our operations, are subject to review and recommendations to increase efficiency and service delivery.  I have not yet determined or stated what changes, if any, should be made to realize those goals and my commitment to provide the best in city services.”

Grass Cutting

· Mayor Bing is working expeditiously to step up the City of Detroit’s grass-cutting efforts at various locations throughout the city.  Mayor Bing has made the issue of cutting the grass a priority.  The City of Detroit is undertaking a grass-cutting “blitz” to address the issue.
Incinerator

· Mayor Bing’s office issued the following statement in regards to the Detroit Resource Recovery Authority incinerator: “Mayor Bing is committed to a greener Detroit.  He is aware of the contractual obligations of the incinerator, the power it provides to buildings and schools, and remains sensitive to the concerns of the community.”

The Bing Group

· Mayor Bing is no longer involved with The Bing Group.  Mayor Bing has turned over all his interest in the business to his management team, including his three daughters.  Mayor Bing is solely committed to leading the City of Detroit.

Salary

· Mayor Bing is not accepting his mayor’s salary from the City of Detroit.  He is donating his entire salary to the police department to hire additional police officers.

City Council Race

· Mayor Bing is neither sponsoring nor publicly supporting any candidate for Detroit City Council.  He is prepared, as Mayor, to work with anyone who is elected to the City Council.

Appointees
· Mayor Bing is making appointments to his administration based on the qualifications, experience, and abilities of each prospective appointee.  A person’s affiliation with the Cockrel Administration, Kilpatrick Administration or any previous administration neither precludes them from being appointed to the Bing Administration nor favors them.

Endorsements

· Mayor Bing has received endorsements from a wide range of community groups, labor unions, faith-based organizations, civic organizations and individuals.  He continues to seek the support and endorsements of groups and organizations from throughout the community.  (Check with Eric Foster or Eddie McDonald for an updated list of endorsements)
Monica Conyers

· Mayor Bing issued the following statement in regards to the Monica Conyers situation: “It is unfortunate that our city must, again, endure another set of unethical circumstances surrounding elected officials.  This is further evidence of the need for strong ethical standards and respect for those standards.  However, we must stay focused on the job at hand – rebuilding and moving Detroit forward.”

Water Rates
· Mayor Bing issued the following statement in regards to the Detroit City Council voting against a proposed water rate increase: “This was s tough but necessary decision; one of many that we must make.  We attempted to engage City Council to support the rate increase at this level, and where we were in control of the amount.  Without their approval, the decision will be made and imposed by the court, thus risking a higher increase for the citizens of Detroit.”
Pilot Curbside Recycling

· Mayor Bing issues the following statement in regards to Detroit’s pilot curbside recycling program: “As we continue to move towards a green Detroit, this pilot recycling program will serve as a model for the entire city.  I look forward to a positive outcome as a result of this program.”

Vacant and Abandoned Buildings and Property

· Mayor Bing is very concerned about vacant and abandoned buildings and property, particularly in Detroit’s neighborhoods.  Mayor Bing has indicated that he would like to save as much of Detroit’s viable housing stock as possible, but those vacant and abandoned houses and buildings that have become dangerous eyesores must be torn down.  The City of Detroit will continue to demolish vacant houses and buildings as money becomes available to do so.  Mayor Bing is also exploring the possibility of locating the owners of vacant and abandoned properties in Detroit and forcing them to bring their properties up to code or lose them through forfeiture.

Police Chief

· After considerable thought and study, Mayor Bing has replaced Police Chief James Barren with new Police Chief Warren Evans.  The decision was neither personal nor political.  Mayor Bing is convinced that significant change is needed in the Detroit Police Department’s approach to public safety, and that Chief Warren Evans is the right person to lead the department.  After nine years of being under federal consent decrees, the Detroit Police Department is still less than 50 percent in compliance.  This situation must change.  Chief Evans has developed partnerships with and is well-respected among federal law enforcement officials.  Mayor Bing believes Chief Evans is the best person to address these issues.  Chief Evans has 40 years of experience as a law enforcement professional, serving most recently as Wayne County Sherriff.  The recent shootings of seven young people at a bus stop near Cody High School had nothing to do with Mayor Bing’s decision.
Homicide Statistics

· After Mayor Bing called for a reconciliation of the numbers, the Detroit Police Department revised the city’s total homicide statistic for 2008 from 339 to 375.  Mayor Bing issued the following statement: “We want to make sure that the information we are communicating is accurate.  Public Safety is a top priority of my administration, and we have to know what we are working with.”
Bus Stop Shootings

· Following the shootings of seven young people at a bus stop near Cody High School on June 30th, Mayor Bing visited with the victims and their families at the hospital and at their homes.  Mayor Bing also issued the following statement: “I am saddened and outraged by yesterday’s events.  We as a community and city cannot tolerate these senseless and unjustifiable acts of gun violence.  It is the role and responsibility of everyone, government, police and community at-large, to do whatever is necessary to end this foolishness.”
Free D-DOT Bus Rides for Seniors

· Mayor Bing and his staff are working on a plan to best implement free bus rides for seniors on D-DOT busses, just as he promised during the special election campaign.  Mayor Bing understands that many of our seniors helped to build Detroit, and they deserve to ride for free on the city’s public busses.  Mayor Bing is working as quickly as possible to develop and implement the plan.
Safe Routes To Schools

· Mayor Bing has announced that the City of Detroit will join with the Detroit Public Schools to participate in the “Safe Routes to Schools” national program.  The Detroit Police Department, The Detroit Buildings and Safety Department, and the Detroit General Services Department will work with DPS to patrol schools routes, tear down vacant houses, cut grass and clean up illegal dump sites along areas where children walk to and from schools.  Mayor Bing issued the following statement: “I am committed to ensuring that the youth in the City of Detroit have the ability to travel to and from school safely.  The partnership between the City of Detroit, Detroit Public Schools and the Detroit Police Department will support these efforts immensely.  Thursday’s demolition of this first vacant home, along with the removal of 392 tons of illegal dumping, and grass cutting within the last two weeks is a symbol of our commitment.”
Mayor Bing AWOL

· Mayor Bing’s office sent the following correspondence to The Detroit Free Press in response to reports that Mayor Bing has been “AWOL: at local community-sponsored events to address youth violence: 
I am writing to clear up a misconception  in your article, "When snitching is worse than shooting."  You wrote that Mayor Bing "was again AWOL" in reference to Rev. Edgar Vann's event yesterday evening. 

To be clear, Mayor Bing was attending a previously scheduled youth event at the same time as the rally.  It never appeared on his schedule and at no point did he confirm his attendance.  However, understanding the importance of the event, he sent not just the Police Chief and Deputy Chief, but also his Director of Faith-Based Affairs, Terra DeFoe and Benny White, his Youth Advocate.  

In addition, Mayor Bing spoke at the vigil and rally held the preceding evening. For details, see one of your colleague's stories below.  

http://www.freep.com/article/20090708/NEWS01/907080313/1003/NEWS/Leaders+call+for+school+patrols+in+Detroit 

I'd also like to address the persistent suggestion that Mayor Bing has not been an advocate for action in the wake of the recent shooting. 

The Mayor is deeply disturbed and concerned about the shooting and more specifically youth violence in the city.  He has spoken out about it consistently over the course of the last week including after he met with the students and their families outside Sinai Grace Hospital. 

The fact that Mayor Bing was traveling outside the city at the time of the shooting precluded an immediate appearance by the Mayor.  He made it his first order of business immediately upon his return and his commitment to our youth and public safety is a top priority.  

We appreciate your vigilance in speaking out about the importance of a strong response to youth violence.  In the future, if you have questions about the Mayor's attendance at an event, we would appreciate a call before a story appears in the newspaper.
Layoffs, Union Negotiations, Department Reductions
· In order to address the City of Detroit’s serious deficit problem and take the necessary steps to avoid further and deeper hardship, Mayor Bing has indicated that the elimination of city departments the layoffs of some city employees is inevitable.  Mayor Bing has made the following quotes in regards to these issues: “There will be layoffs.  There’s absolutely no doubt about that.   There’s no way around it.  You’d like to keep all the (city) departments, but that’s unrealistic.  I don’t want to be very specific in terms of which departments that we either will merge or cut out altogether.”  We are in talks with the union. We have already laid off 99 employees of mid-July, and approximately 150 employees will be laid-off by mid-August as part of the Council approved budget. These lay-offs come from all departments in the city, and include all job classifications.  Uniformed police, fire and EMS are not included in either round of
layoffs.
Cash Gap

· The City of Detroit has an approximate $20 million immediate cash gap. The deadline is the first month of the second quarter, which is October.  Cobo will provide a portion of the immediate cash flow needs, as will the aggressive union negotiations.  Ongoing labor talks, furlough days, emergency revenue collection, and additional measures, as necessary, will be used to address this issue.  Some other options may be considered following the release of the findings and recommendations of the Mayor's Crisis Turnaround Team.  It is critical that the union negotiations come to a close within the Mayor's 30 day window.

